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of John Panton, giving an account of his’behaviour in prifon and
. To which is added the copy of a letter wrote

~ on the fcaffol
- with his own?

“received from Czpr. Cook, while under fentence of death. 9

The unfortunate Mort Collins, fome days
Before his execution, feemed to be much -
gitated in his mind, crying out at times {o as
to be heard through the ftreets; on Monday
morning he received the facrament from a
pricft of the Roman profeflion, he was attend-
ed on Tuefday night and W ednefday Morn-

~ ing by fome friends of that perfuafion.——A-

bous two o’clock, the Magiftrates accompa-
nied by the Revd. Dr, Taylor, who attend-
ed at their requeft went into the Court-hall,
where the prifoner was feated, holding in his
hand the Roman Catholic fervice book for
prifoners, from which he immediately began

-'to read, with feeming devotion; the prayers

for prifoners going to, and at, the place of e-
xccution.  After thefe were ended, Dr. Tay-
lor took the opportunity of faying, that, if it

. wasnot difagreeable, he wifhed to fpeak with

him a little, and 1o joinin prayer: to this Col-

- lins replied, thag* your prayers 1nay be very

" % good, but | do not know any prayers ex-

. '%.cept thofe of myown communion, and by

¢ them 1 chufe to abide” He then read
the Apoftles Creed, and the devotional exer-
cifes annexed to it in the Service Book, on
faith, hope..charity, patience, and refignation.
After again declining tojoin in prayer with
the Miuifter prefent, he read, a fecond time,
the prayers for prifoners going to, apd at the
place of execution. He then bowed refpeét-
‘fully to the Magiftrates; ill declining any
covverfarion, Having drank a glafs of wine,
he walked tothe fcaffold much agitated ; where
he fpen: fome time in reading prayers. He

- then afcended the platform, aad having taken

farewell of the executioner, heread for {fome
time on a book,afterwards his cap was put over
his face, which he put up feveral times and
called for the innerkeeper of the tolbooth to
‘take farewell of him, and foon after he gave
the fignal when he was launched into eterni-
ty a little after three o’clock, in the prefence

“of a great concourfe of fpectators ; and having

hung the ufual time, he was cut down, and
the body delivered to the Profeflor of Anato-
my for diffz&tion, agreeably to the fentence
of the Court. He was born in the County
of Clare, Ircland, and oaly twenty-two years
of age. ‘ '

Copy of a letter from CorLENS to a friend,

Glafgow Tolbooth, 24th Ofteb, 1792,

DEAR SiR,

, % I received your letter,
which gives me a'deal of pleafure to hear you

-are all well; my dear friends, you may be

fure that | intend to make the beft ufe of my
time tnat I poflibly can, and with the afhift-
ance of God, 1 hope to die in peace with
God and the world, 1 am now vifited by foms
of my owa profeflion, which gives me much

" pleafure and relief, and in asfhort time I ex-

- pe&t to have the benefit of fome Clesgy of

Iny qwn profeflion, which will make me quite

peech of Mort Collins, who was execute at Gldb
gow on Wedne{day the feventh of Novr. 1792, for the murder -

and to a friend. Alfo, the copy of a letter he - S
happy in my prefent miferable ﬁaic, for pon . ¥

T

thing can give me greater pleafure than to o
die in the religion 1 was brought up to.  As /=~ 4/2()
for writing to my parents, I know not what(? - S
to think of it; my dear friends, the fhock of |

it will be unfupportable to them, who loved =
me with fuch unbounded tendernefs, it can
never be born by them ; the diftradtion it wil
caufe ia them, I am afraid, will end their
‘days. If poffible, 1 fthould with them never

to heat of ir, my dear friends; it is nct my
horrid deftiny that 2flli¢ts my troubled foul,

but the unfupportable horror that will feize

my dedr parents, that grieves me to the heart;

my dear friends, how differept will be the
account that [ muft be forced to fend them
from the Jaft account they reckived from me;
that was a pleafing acconmt which give them
much deiight, but how hortid will this ac-
couat of my ignominious death be to them,
they will hearir. O how happy would | be

if they pever would hear of it, burit will be
‘known to them fometime. O bleffed be the .
name of God that has fupperted me fince I -
“have fallen by thefe cruel wretches* but it
fecems it has been my lot to have fallen,

May he be a fupport to my ailli®éd parents

my dear friends, 1 will wait till thofe Revd.
Clergy come, apd advife with them, for they
know beft what to do in it. Dear fir, [ ~»
ih:uld be glad to fee you aud your wife, and’ : ¥
Molly before Idie, it would  give me much
pleafure: when ever you cowme, 1 fappofe I
there will be no hinderance to your feeing
me; . You will tell Molly to fead them fhirts
toys as foon asi poflible, for the thirts we

"have on are very difty,” SR

your unfortunate
MorT CoLLINS.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Ceox.
Edinburgh Cafile, the 30th of Ofob. 1792,

CorLins, :
“ | received your letter, and it
gives me great pleafure to find you fo calm
and refigned in the mid{t of your prefent mif-
fortunes; and whatever your dellicy may be,
I truft with the blefling of God, you will be

_enabled to meet it with firmnefs and refigna-

tion to the divine will. I have done every
‘thing in my power for< you, but cannot fay

how my exertions will end. I hope you have
every poflible comfort and nourithment affor- -
ded you that your prefent uphappy fi;uation
will admit. Put your whole truft and confi-

dence in the tender mercies of Almighty God,
and by fo doing (tho’ in prifon) you wiil find

yourfelf light and eafy; and be affured that

every happinefs may attend you, is the pray-

er«and fincere wifh of”
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