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Literary papers, 1988-2003, of Alasdair Gray (b 1934), artist and writer.  This accession 
contains papers relating to the following published works: 
 
 Lanark (Edinburgh: Canongate, 1981) [film version]. 
 
 Poor Things (London: Bloomsbury, 1992) [and film version]. 
 

Review of Hugh MacDiarmid Scottish Eccentrics, The Guardian, 27 November 1993, 
page 29. 

  
 ‘Thoughts on Freud’ Modern Painters volume 6, number 4 (1993), pages 28-29. 
 
 ‘Light and Heat. Scottish Eccentrics’ Cencrastus 47 (1994), pages 38-41. 
 

Wilma Paterson (editor), Songs of Scotland.  A Hundred of the Best (Edinburgh: 
Mainstream, 1996). 

  
 Ends of our Tethers (Edinburgh: Canongate, 2003). 
 
It also contains correspondence between Alasdair Gray and Giles Gordon, his literary agent. 
 
 
Bought, 2005. 
 
 
1. Film script of Lanark, ? 1988. 
 
 Bound photocopy of a script of a film version of Lanark, with some storyboard 

sections.  Alasdair Gray wrote this script in consultation with the director Sandy 
Johnson mostly during the years 1984 and 1985. 

 
2. Poor Things, 1992. 
 
 Manuscript and typescript drafts of blurbs. 
 
3-4. Articles concerning Lucien Freud and Hugh MacDiarmid, 1993. 
 

3. Correspondence, manuscript and typescript drafts of an article concerning 
Lucien Freud, together with the catalogue for the exhibition ‘Lucien Freud: 
Recent Work’ (Whitechapel Gallery, London, 10 September-21 November 
1993), photocopies of press cuttings, and Modern Painters (volume 6, 
number 4, Winter 1993), where the article, ‘Thoughts on Freud’, was 
published (pages 28-29). 

 
4. Manuscript and typescript drafts of a review and an extended article on 

Scottish Eccentrics by Hugh MacDiarmid (Manchester: Carcanet, 1993).  This 
file includes a press cutting of the review (from the Guardian, 27 November 
1993, page 29).  The extended article was published in Cencrastus 47 (1994), 
pages 38-41. 
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5-13. Screenplay of Poor Things, 1994-2002. 
 

The detailed descriptions of the contents of these files have been transcribed from 
the notes made on the folders containing the files by Alasdair Gray.  Please note that 
staples and metal clips have been removed from the papers for reasons of 
conservation. 

 
5. 21 June to early July 1994. 
 
 (1) Outline, set and costume notes in manuscript pages numbered 1-7: 8 

typed pages of the foregoing numbered 1-8. 
 

(2) Print out pages numbered 1-21 stapled with manuscript note in Sandy 
Johnson’s hand “1st draft 22/6/94” on page 1, author’s manuscript 
corrections elsewhere. 
 
(3) Print out pages numbered 1-25 stapled with manuscript note by Sandy 
Johnson “2nd draft 23/6/94” on page 1, author’s manuscript changes 
elsewhere and inserted manuscript page 17A. 
 
(4) 51-55, plus 46, 43, 41, 38, 39, 32, 33, 34, 35 – stapled onto a frontis piece 
with humorous Sandy Johnson logo, typed date saying “First draft 24/6/94”, 
also manuscript note by author to Sandy Johnson headed “SUNDAY 
MORNING” and saying these pages had corrections on them (which they 
have in red).  Also note on page 51 in Johnson’s manuscript saying “these 
pages now revised 26/6”. 
 
(5) Printout of pages numbered 1-49 with “3rd draft” marked on it in Sandy 
Johnson’s hand, joined by metal slide clip. 
 
(6) Envelope containing forty nine pages. One unnumbered page in author’s 
manuscript, being rough breakdown of into scenes of the early narrative.  1 
printed page headed “castlist” in S. Johnson’s manuscript.  47 numbered 
manuscript pages in author’s hand in 3 inks: blue for dialogue, black for scenic 
and acting directions, red for V.O. [voice over]. 
 
(7) 16 pages, stapled and un-numbered, printed, with author’s manuscript 
queries to director on last page. 

 
6.  Typescripts of revised parts of script: 
 

(1) Printout to end of Casino scene, pages numbered in manuscript 2-73 in 
plastic binder: scenes un-numbered. 
 
(2) Manuscript of following deck scene: pages lettered A-G (seven in all) page 
F being typescript with manuscript overlay. 
 
(3) Printout of deck scene and start of Egyptian hotel scene, numbered in 
manuscript 74-90, with manuscript queries to director at the end (stapled). 
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(4) Manilla envelope containing printout of all the above from McCandless 
mother to mid Egyptian hotel scene, pages and scenes numbered in author’s 
manuscript (pages 1-80, with some manuscript corrections) 
 
(5) Pages 81-125 in author’s manuscript up to the dismissal of Blessington and 
entourage. 

 
7.  6-24 October 1994 
  
 (1) Parallel Pictures printout with title page dated 6/10/94.  Draft in clip 

folder containing type pages numbered 1-105, with manuscript corrections 
from page 82 onward, manuscript pages 101A and 101B inserted, and 
manuscript pages 106-115 taking play up to Godwin’s funeral.  Last page 
invites discussion with director-producer and is dated 12 October 1994.  A 
covering letter repeats the date but gets the year wrong (1993). 

 
 (2) Printout of pages numbered 1-4 giving Necropolis and Park Circus 

prologue to McCandless story: corrected versions of pages 8, 9, 109, 111, 
113 and earliest version of epilogue, pages 119-121. 

 
 (3) Five page letter from producer Iain Brown dated 24/30/94.  There are 25 

numbered notes of suggestions for changes to script, with author’s 
manuscript responses to these.  (Pages are stapled.) 

 
 
8. August 1995. 
 
 Script as finally agreed between Sandy Johnson, Iain Brown and myself and 

submitted to British and Scottish Film Councils and State Lottery 
Commission. Dated © August 1995.  Later discussed with Director Brian 
Gibson early in March 1997. 

 
 
9. 26 February – 17 March 1997. 
 
 (1) 4 pages dated 26 February 1997 on fax cover sheet, with three of notes 

to Alasdair Gray from Brian Gibson, suggesting changes to filmscript of April 
1996. 

 
 (2) 31 numbered manuscript pages of changes to April 1996 by Alasdair Gray, 

in response to Brian Gibson’s suggestions dated 1 March 1997. 
 
 (3) Revised film script, entire, incorporating (most of) above changes, dated 

Revised Draft 12.3.97. 
 
 (4) 12 numbered manuscript pages, first page a covering letter to producer 

Iain Brown, of Parallel Pictures, with notes of further changes by the author, 
with covering fax sheet dated Mon 3.1.7.1996 11:48. 

 
10. 24 March – 17 April 1997. 
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 (1) Photocopy of letter dated 24 March 1997 to Brian Gibson, Producer, 

rejecting some of his suggestions for changes to 12.3.97 draft, accepting 
others; manuscript letter has pages 1-14 and 2 extra typed sheets. 

 
 (2) Letter of revisions of previous draft.  Photocopy of manuscript pages 1-17 

dated 3 April 1997. 
 
 (3) Revised draft script incorporating above author’s revisions, dated 9 April 

1997 with manuscript corrections in red. 
 
 (4) Draft revised 17.4.97 with further changes and corrections in manuscript 

and covering typed letter to typist dated 28.4.1997. 
 
11.  August 2001. 
 
 Typescript of revised version dated August 2001. 
 
12. Corrected typescript of part of script, 18 December 2001. 
 
 Revision of pages 63-71 eliminating Mr Astley from the Astley-Hooker-Bella 

triangle.   
 
13.  15 April 2002. 
 
 Fax, 15 April 2002, of Iain Brown to Alasdair Gray, with revised typescript of 

a section of the screenplay rewritten in order to remove the Astley 
character. 

 
14-17. Songs of Scotland, c 1996. 
 
 Songs of Scotland. A hundred of the best was written by Wilma Paterson and 

illustrated by Alasdair Gray.  It was published by Mainstream Publishing (Edinburgh, 
1996). 

 
 14. Black originals of the illustrations. 
 

Illustrations for the following pages: brass for cover, endpapers, II, III, IV, VI, 
VIII, 55, 72-73, 99, 115, 142, 149, 161, 172, 177, 179, 181, 194-195, 199, 203, 
211-212, 216 and 222. 

 
 15.  Miscellaneous original illustrations and photocopies. 
 

16.  Proofs of illustrations in grey, with some separations in black for printing in 
red or black. 

 
 Illustrations for the following pages: I, IV, V, VI, VII, XIII, XVIII, 17, 72, 76-77, 

79, 84-87, 89, 91, 100-101, 105, 107, 109, 111, 113-114173, 142-143, 172, 
212-213, 216, and 221.  
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17.  Corrected black and white page proofs, with additional text for the 
introduction, and colour page proofs, September 1996, with minor 
corrections. 

 
18.  Correspondence, 1997-2001. 
 

Correspondence, 1997-2001, with Giles Gordon concerning negotiations for 
publishing contracts and rights sales.  

 
19-21. Ends of our Tethers, 2003. 
 
 This novel was published by Canongate (Edinburgh, 2003). 
 

19.  Undated corrected typescript. 
 

20.  Second set of corrected proofs, 27 May 2003. 
 
21. Further set of corrected proofs, 22 July 2003. 

 


