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Further literary and personal papers, circa 1916-1996, of and relating to David 
Thomson (1914-1988). 
 
David Thomson was a BBC producer and a writer of fiction, non-fiction, children’s 
books and biography, but is probably best-known for two acclaimed autobiographical 
works, Woodbrook (1976) and Nairn: in darkness and light (1987).  Of particular 
interest here will be the letters of Ivy and Phoebe Kirkwood, two of the central figures 
in Woodbrook. 
 
As well as correspondence, and manuscripts and typescripts of published works, this 
collection includes a huge number of David Thomson’s notebooks.  He carried at 
least one - often several - with him everywhere, and they contain elements of journal, 
literary drafts, research notes, lists, random thoughts and suchlike, also occasional 
loosely-inserted press-cuttings, letters and other papers.  The donor of the collection, 
David Thomson’s widow Martina, grouped many of the notebooks according to the 
work to which they chiefly relate, and these selections have been retained under the 
relevant title.  But a notebook relating purely to one topic is rare and the researcher 
should bear this in mind and not limit themselves to one grouping, but also look at 
notebooks in the ‘Notebooks and diaries’ sub-series, and vice-versa. 
 
See also Acc.10129. 
 
Presented, 2011. 
 
The collection is arranged as follows: 
 

1-23.  Papers and notebooks relating to published works. 
24-31a. BBC scripts and related papers. 
32-39. Unpublished / unfinished work and other writings. 
40-56. Notebooks and diaries. 
57-68. Correspondence. 
69-70. Photographs. 
71-78. Miscellaneous. 

 
1-23. Papers and notebooks relating to published works. 
 
1-2. The People of the Sea: a journey in search of the seal legend (London: 

Turnstile Press, 1954). 
 
  1. Two notebooks, ?1953 and undated. 
  2. Typescript of abandoned first chapter. Undated. 
 
3 Daniel (London: Barrie & Rockliff, 1962). 
 Two notebooks, October 1958 - November 1959 and 1960. 
 
4. The leaping hare by George Ewart Evans and David Thomson (London: 

Faber, 1972). 
 Notebook, 1970. 
 
5-9. Woodbrook (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1976). 



 
 5. Two notebooks. 
  (i) ‘Woodbrook I, Jan 68 visit July 68’. 
  (ii) ‘Woodbrook II, August 68’. 
 
 6. Eight small spiral notebooks. 
  (i) ‘1969, Mostly Woodbrook’. 
  (ii) ‘1969-70, Woodbrook and notes on Skeffington-Gibbon’. 
  (iii) ‘July 1970, Woodbrook. (½ empty)’. 
  (iv) ‘Sept-Oct 1971. Woodbrook’. 
  (v) ‘1972. Some Hares. Mostly Woodbrook’. 
  (vi) ‘Sept 1972 to Jan 1973’. 
  (vii) ‘1973 Woodbrook + Poor Law’. 
  (viii) ‘1973 Woodbrook’. 
 
 7. Photocopy of first draft of Philip Donnellan’s radio adaptation of 

Woodbrook, with Radio Times, 12-18 November 1983, giving programme 
broadcast information (Radio 3, 13 November). 

 
 8. Transcript of interview, 1987, with David Thomson, apparently 

concerning Woodbrook. 
 
 9. ‘Ben’s notes’ regarding Woodbrook, with some positive published 

criticism copied by Martina Thomson. 
 
10. The Irish journals of Elizabeth Smith, 1840-1850, edited by David Thomson 

(Oxford: Clarendon, 1980). 
 Notebook. Undated. 
 
11. Dandiprat’s Days (London: Dent, 1983). 
 Seven notebooks, 1963-1964, 1974-?1976. 
 
 (i) ‘D of M partly. June 1963 to May 1964 ... later became ‘Dandiprat’s 

Days’. 
 (ii) ‘Dandi 73’.  (Martina Thomson’s label.) 
 (iii) ‘Dandipratt’s Days 1974’. (Martina Thomson’s label.) 
 (iv) ‘Dandi 1975’. 
 (v) ‘Dandi notes, Feb-May 1975’. 
 (vi) ‘Dandi’, ?1974-1976. 
 (vii) Untitled, ?1975. 
 
12-16. In Camden Town (London: Hutchinson, 1983) 
 
 12. Four small spiral notebooks. 
  (i) ‘Camden Tn. April-June 1976’. 
  (ii) ‘Camden Tn etc. from Autumn 1976’. 
  (iii) ‘Cam Town, Nov-Dec 1976’. 
  (iv) ‘Camden Town ... June 1981- ‘. 
 



 13. Three hardback notebooks. 
  (i) ‘Cam. Tn.’. ?1977. 
  (ii) ‘Camden Town, plan & MS index’. ?1978. 
  (iii) ‘TS Revision, Camden Town’. Undated. 
 
 14. Manuscript, in five notebooks. 1980-1982. 
  (i) Pages 1-100. 
  (ii) Pages 101-148. 
  (iii) Pages 149-210. 
  (iv) Pages 211-482. 
  (v) Unpaginated, containing some diary entries between 10 

December 1981-17 March 1982. 
 
 15. Two soft-backed notebooks. 
  (i) ‘MS of section of ‘In Camden Town’ about Bermuda children’.  

Some fragments of typescript are pasted in.  ?1982. 
  (ii) Diary entries.  Undated. 
 
 16. ‘Proposal for Camden Town book’.  Photocopied typescript with 

outline of book and list of characters. 
 
17-23. Nairn: in darkness and light (London: Hutchinson, 1987). 
 
 17. Nine small notebooks, 1978, 1983-1984.   
  (i) ‘1978 ideas’, and (in Martina Thomson’s hand) ‘About writing 

about girls ... & RLS’; some notes relating to In Camden 
Town. 

  (ii) Untitled. 1983-1985. 
  (iii) ‘Nairn book list ...’. 1983-1984. 
  (iv) Untitled.  January 1984. 
  (v) ‘Nairn, May 1984’. 
  (vi) ‘Nairn, Sept 1984’. 
  (vii) Untitled. ?1984. 
  (viii) ‘Books, byre, Chrissie alone’. ?1984. 
  (ix) ‘Notes on Burt’. ?1984. 
 
 18. Three larger notebooks, 1984.  
  (i) ‘Nairn Notes I’ 
  (ii) ‘Nairn Notes II’. 
  (iii) Untitled. 
 
 19. Eight small notebooks and one larger, 1984-1986 and undated. 
  (i) ‘Nairn, Sept 1984 April 1985’. 
  (ii) Untitled (lacks front cover). ?1985. 
  (iii) Untitled. ‘Feb 1986’. 
  (iv) Untitled. ?1986. (Many blank pages.) 
  (v) Untitled. Undated. (Many blank pages.) 
  (vi) ‘Nairn books’. Undated. (Many blank pages.) 
  (vii) Untitled. Undated. (Many blank pages.) 
  (viii) Untitled (lacks front cover). ?1985-1986. 



 
 20. Marked-up typescript, with some author/editor amendments. 
 
 21. Scrapbook containing photocopies of articles, mainly 1920s, from 

the Scottish press (chiefly the Glasgow Herald and the Nairnshire 
Telegraph) relating to Nairn. 

 
 22. Correspondence and papers, 1984-1985, relating to research 

undertaken on David Thomson’s behalf by his sister Joan.  Includes 
photocopies of primary and secondary sources relating to the history 
of Nairn. 

 
 23. Research material for ‘Nairn’; mainly photocopies and secondary 

sources, with some correspondence and typescript notes. 
 
24-31a. BBC scripts and related papers. 
 
24. ‘Lunacy’, radio script, 1965. 
 
25. ‘Though Graves Be Hollow’, radio script, 1975; with some notes and 

correspondence. 
 
26. ‘Laziness’, incomplete radio script, undated. 
 
27. ‘Streams in the Desert’, radio script, undated. 
 
28. ‘Summer Pasture’, BBC radio script, undated. 
 
29. File of research papers, c.1945-1948, relating to ‘The Great Hunger’ a BBC 

radio programme (1948) on the Irish famine of 1845-1848. Includes 
correspondence, draft script and notebook. 

 
30. John Francis Campbell of Islay. 
 Typed transcripts of sections of Campbell’s journals, and a notebook. 

Undated. 
 
31. Notebook containing draft script and notes relating to a BBC Home Service 

programme on Miss Nona Ransom. Undated. 
 
31a. Photocopy of index cards listing some of David Thomson’s work with the 

BBC, 1945-1954, 1966-1968. 
 
32-39. Unpublished / unfinished work and other writings. 
 
32-33. ‘Melusine’, an ?unfinished play, c.1955. 
 
 32. Two notebooks. 
  (i) ?1953-1958, containing notes relating to a version of 

‘Raymondin et Melusine’. 



  (ii) 1955 (dated by Martina Thomson), containing ?early drafts of 
sections of the play. 

 
 33. Three notebooks. 
  (i) Draft of Act I, with typescript of part of Act II loosely inserted, 

along with other papers including letters, 1954, of Martina 
Thomson. 

  (ii) Draft of Act II, with undated letter from Martina Thomson 
loosely inserted. 

  (iii) ?Unfinished draft of Act III.  Many blank pages. 
 
34. Notebook, dated 1965, containing manuscript of ‘Janine’, an unpublished 

novel. 
 
35-36. ‘Matthew Pirie’, an unpublished novel. 
 
 35. Manuscript, with letter (undated) of Philip O’Connor loosely inserted 

at end of volume. Undated. 
 
 36. Incomplete typescript. Undated. 
 
37. ‘Platform Three’, typescript of short story with rejection slip from The 

London Magazine, undated. 
 
38. ‘The Return’ by ‘Dandiprat’, carbon typescript of short story, undated. 
 
39. Carbon typescript, undated, of an untitled short story or fragment of a 

longer work. 
 
40-56. Notebooks and diaries. 
 
The notebooks are a mix of journal, research, aide-memoire and passages relating 
to particular works, and frequently have press-cuttings and other papers loosely 
inserted.  There will be some connection and overlap with the notebooks listed 
above under specific published works. 
 
40. Poetry notebook, ?1941; envelope labelled ‘D’s poems, 1942’ in the hand 

of Martina Thomson is loosely inserted. 
 
41. Two notebooks. 
 (i) ‘About 1942’ (probably at Woodbrook). 
 (ii) UK and Eire diary, 1945-1946, with note dated 1961 to Martina 

Thomson at start: ‘Martina darling if you read this book when I have 
died ...’. 

 
42. Two notebooks. 
 (i) ‘Aran Islands & Co Clare, 1950’. 
 (ii) ‘Ireland & Sweden, 1951’. 
 



43. Two notebooks. 
 (i) ‘Sweden 51, Hebrides 53’. 
 (ii) Diary, 1952, in envelope annotated by Martina Thomson. 
 
44. Two diaries, 1954. ‘Liberia’. 
 
45. Two notebooks. 
 (i) ‘Some despair in Yugoslavia’ (Martina Thomson’s description).  

1959-1964. 
 (ii) Notebook, September 1961, kept on voyage from Mombasa to 

Marseilles. 
 
46. Five notebooks, mainly relating to ‘Diary of a Madman’.  David Thomson 

took this title from Gogol, and at one time thought of publishing some of the 
content of these diaries, which record the moodswings to which he was 
subject. 

 (i) ‘D of M, Nairn’. March 1964. 
 (ii) ‘D of M’, December 1964 to 1965. In Paros in 1965. 
 (iii) ‘1965 Greece’.  Many blank pages. 
 (iv) ‘D of M’, 1966-1967. 
 (v) ‘D of M’, November 1967 – January 1969. 
 
47. Three notebooks. 
 (i) Untitled. Circa 1973-1974. 
 (ii) ‘Cyril Clarke, Bernie, Dandi notes’.  January 1974 – October 1975. 
 (iii) ‘Mostly Camden Town; Sam – 1st war, ...’ October 1974-1976. 
 
48. Three notebooks. 
 (i) ‘Goult, near Apt, France. Cam[den] T[own]. Books etc. July-Aug 

1976’. 
 (ii) ‘Kilkenny & Dublin’. September 1977. 
 (iii) ‘Dublin & Co Wicklow’. January 1978. 
 
49. Four notebooks. 
 (i) ‘Old oddments’. ?1978. 
 (ii) Untitled. ?1978. [Camden Town?] 
 (iii) Untitled. ?1978.  [Mostly Ireland.] 
 (iv) Untitled. ?1978. [Possibly mainly relating to the new edition of 

People of the Sea.] 
 
50. Four Italian diaries, 1980. 
 (i) ‘Pisa, Lucca, Florence, Siena I’. 
 (ii) ‘Pisa, Lucca, Florence, Siena II’. 
 (iii) ‘Pisa 1980 & oddments’. 
 (iv) ‘San Romano’.  Many blank pages. 
 
51. Four notebooks. 
 (i) Diary, ‘Natschbach 1981 mostly blank pages’. 
 (ii) ‘Much Camden Town and depression’ (Martina Thomson’s 

description). December 1981 – February 1982. 



 (iii) Untitled. ?1982. [Dandiprat’s Days?]. 
 (iv) ‘Camden Town’ (Martina Thomson’s description). 1982. 
 
52. Two notebooks. 
 (i) ‘Notes for ‘A Fanny Hill of the 1980s’. 1987. 
 (ii) ‘Irish holiday diary’. Undated. 
 
53. Diary, 1988.   
 This was David Thomson’s last diary, kept with two of press cuttings from 

The Independent and a hotel invoice with attached note by Martina 
Thomson. 

 
54. Nine desk diaries. 1948, 1968-1977. 
 (i) 1948. 
 (ii) 1968. 
 (iii) 1969. 
 (iv) 1972. 
 (v) 1973. 
 (vi) 1974. 
 (vii) 1975. 
 (viii) 1976. 
 (ix) 1977. 
 
55. Nine desk diaries. 1978-1987. 
 (i) 1978. 
 (ii) 1979. 
 (iii) 1980. 
 (iv) 1981. 

 (v) 1982. 2 photographs (probably of of Nika Nilanowa-Sanftleben) 
which were loosely inserted have been moved to Acc.13259/63. 

 (vi) 1983. 
 (vii) 1984. 
 (viii) 1986. 
 (ix) 1987. 
 
56. Six dream diaries.  1971-1981 and undated. 
 (i) 1971. 
 (ii) 1975-1980. 
 (iii) 1977. 
 (iv) 1980-1981. 
 (v) 1980-1981. 
 (vi) 1981. 
 
57-68. Correspondence. 
 
All letters are to David Thomson, unless otherwise stated. 
 
57. Letters, 1934-1936 and undated, of Jacqueline Wynmalen.  She was 

engaged to David Thomson but ended the relationship just before they 
were to be married. (Information from Martina Thomson).   



 Jacqueline Wynmalen married Richard Murphey Goodwin in 1937. 
 
58. Letters, c.1938-1945, 1966, of Ivy Kirkwood, including one giving an 

account of Phoebe Kirkwood’s death in 1945; also one letter to David 
Thomson’s sister Barbara. 

 
59. Letters, 1938-1945 and undated, of Phoebe Kirkwood, with two related 

letters of her mother, Ivy Kirkwood; also three letters, ?1938 and later, of 
Antoinette (Tony) Kirkwood. 

 
60. Letters, 1945-1947, 1952 and undated, of Rita Biddulph (née Kiernan), with 

photograph of a portrait of, and three photographs probably of, Rita 
Biddulph. 

 
61. Letters, 1946-1947 and undated, of David Thomson to Rita Biddulph. 
 
62. Letters of Martina Thomson, 1951-1958, 1964, 1984. 
 
63. Letters, 1953-1956, 1961, of Nika Nilanowa-Sanftleben, dancer, with three 

photographs; letter, 1990, to Martina Thomson. 
 
64. Correspondence, 1970-1974, between John Layard (1891-1974) and David 

Thomson, with enclosures, press cuttings and notes.  Mainly letters of John 
Layard, with carbon copies of some letters of David Thomson.  David 
Thomson originally contacted Layard in relation to his work on hares, and a 
close corresponding friendship developed.  The file also contains some 
related letters, including a number concerning an attempt to find suitable 
accommodation in London for John Layard. 

 
65. Cards, 1975-1983, from Philip O’Connor, with one from David and Martina 

Thomson to O’Connor, 1982.   
 
66. Three letters, 1986 and undated, of David Thomson to Philip O’Connor. 
 
67. Letters to David and Martina Thomson from: 

Sorley Maclean (3) 1979-1980, 1990. 
Tomás de Bhaldraithe (4) 1986, 1988, with one reply from David Thomson, 
1988. 
Alan Bennett (3) 1988, 1990 and undated (2 cards and a note). 

 
68. Letters, 1933-1990 and undated, from various correspondents.  Includes 

two letters, 1945, from Gerry ----- (Kirkwood connection?) describing a 
meeting with Tyrone Guthrie; letter, 1938, to David Thomson from his 
mother; telegram, 1951, from his sister Joan concerning his mother’s 
death; further letter, 1954, from Joan. 

 
69-70. Photographs. 
 
69. Thomson and Finlay family photographs, mainly 19th century.   
 



70. Photographs of David Thomson, from childhood to old age.  Some are 
annotated by Martina Thomson. 

 
71-78. Miscellaneous. 
 
71. Miscellaneous papers, 1932-1953 and undated, including certificates, 

references, receipts, and a large sheet of manuscript text probably relating 
to a radio programme on tin mines, made by David Thomson. 

 
72. Printed ephemera, 1934-1952 and undated, including London theatre 

programmes, The Lincoln Imp (December 1934), ‘Instructions for using the 
Underwood Noiseless Portable [typewriter]’, travel tickets, and various 
business cards. 

 
73. Official documentation, 1943-1952, relating to income tax, National Health 

insurance and National Service. 
 
74. David Thomson’s passport, expired August 1955; with items including two 

postcards from his sister Joan, one letter (1949) from his mother, draft 
letter (1948) to Men Only concerning possible articles loosely inserted. 

 
75. Papers relating to David Thomson’s visit to East Africa in 1961.  Includes 

letters from Martina Thomson; travel ephemera including brochures relating 
to SS Uganda, Mombasa, shore excursions etc; documents relating to his 
brief hospitalisation in Tanganyika; postcards. 

 
76. Miscellaneous papers, travel documents and ephemera, mostly 1980s.  

Includes David Thomson’s curriculum vitae, ?1987; ?translation by David 
Thomson of letter of Prosper Mérimée, 1835. 

 
77. Miscellaneous press cuttings, 1980s, 1994. 
 
78. Copy letter, 1991, notes and transcripts relating to a proposal by Martina 

Thomson for a book based on David Thomson’s journals.  With copy letter, 
1996, of Martina Thomson, discussing letters in the archive. 

 


