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Family and personal papers, circa 1900-2007, of Samuel Robin Spark.  Comprising 
mainly letters of his mother, Muriel Spark, and papers relating to research into his 
Jewish family history. 
 
A detailed list of these papers was supplied by Robin Spark.  His arrangement of the 
collection is largely preserved, except for one file of letters of Muriel Spark and one 
of copy letters of Robin Spark, both of which are now filed into the chronological 
sequence.  A copy of each individual list is retained in the relevant file, and a copy of 
Robin Spark’s complete list is at Acc.13443/23. 
Undated letters and notes generally remain as filed by Robin Spark, on the 
assumption that this will give an indication of the likely date of receipt. 
 
Bought, 2013. 
 

1-14.  Letters of Muriel Spark to her son, Robin Spark, and to her 
mother, Sarah Camberg.   

15-18.  Other correspondence. 
19-22.  “Family Origins Dispute”. 
23-25.  Miscellaneous. 

 
 
 
1-14. Letters of Muriel Spark to her son, Robin Spark, and to her mother, 

Sarah Camberg.   
 
These files include some letters of Penelope Jardine.  In 1981, Robin Spark began 
keeping copies of his outgoing letters to his mother; these are filed into the 
chronological sequence. 
 
1. 1961, 1963-1964. 
 ii, 46 ff. 

2. 1965-1966. Includes photocopied typescript of ‘The Little Telephone’. 
 ii, 41 ff. 
 
3. 1967-1968. 
 ii, 46 ff. 
 
4. 1969-1970. 
 ii, 34 ff. 
 
5. 1971-1972. 
 ii, 27 ff. 
 
6. 1973-1974. 
 ii, 18 ff. 
 
7. 1975-1977. 
 ii, 21 ff. 
 



8. 1978-1980. 
 iii, 34 ff. 
 
9. 1981-1984. 
 iv, 19 ff. 
 
10. 1986-1989 (1985: no letters).   

Includes photocopy of first instalment of Muriel Spark’s autobiography in the 
New Yorker, 11 September 1989. 

 ii, 49 ff. 
 

11. 1990-1991. 
 ii, 32 ff. 
 
12. 1992-1994. 
 iii, 25 ff. 
 
13. 1995-1998, 2003 (1999-2002: no letters). 
 vi, 36 ff. 
 
14. Postcards and greetings cards, 1961-1984, and undated.   

Mainly from Muriel Spark to her son and to her mother; includes a few other 
family cards. 

 
15-18. Other correspondence. 
 
15. Letters of condolence to Robin Spark, sent after his mother’s death in 2006, 

with some related papers. 
 
16. ‘Sympathy’ cards to Robin Spark, sent after his mother’s death in 2006. 
 
17. Three letters of Philip (brother of Muriel Spark) and Sophie Camberg to Robin 

Spark, 1989. 
 
18. Letters of and concerning Martin Stannard (Muriel Spark’s biographer); 

includes copy letters of S Robin Spark.  1993-2007.  With some related 
papers and press-cuttings. 

 
19-22. “Family Origins Dispute”. 
 
Papers, correspondence, press cuttings and photocopies collected by Robin Spark, 
mainly relating to his and his mother’s family history, and to the Jewish origins of the 
family.  This issue caused the breakdown of their relationship and a public 
controversy which rumbled on intermittently from the early 1980s until Muriel Spark’s 
death. 
 
19. “Related material concerning family origins of Muriel Spark”. 

Comprising mainly letters, ca. 1970-1999.  Correspondents include Philip and 
Sophie Camberg, David Daiches, Flora Daiches.  In his listing of this section, 



Robin Spark summarises the content, and argument, of these “Family Origins 
Dispute” files. 

 
20. “Family Origins Dispute”. 

“… Material concerning Muriel Spark’s origins and the controversy 
surrounding her disavowal of her Jewishness.” 
Four files of listed and numbered papers (now in one file). 

 
21. “Additional material relating to Robin Spark’s family history research 

concerning his maternal great-grandmother Adelaide Hyams Uezzell”. 
 
22. “Assorted material relating to the Uezzell, Camberg, Spark families”. 

Includes early 20th century family postcards and notices of Robin Spark’s birth 
and bar-mitzvah. 

 
23-25. Miscellaneous. 
 
23. Original list of papers supplied by Robin Spark. 
 
24. Envelopes, separated from the letters listed above. 
 
25. ‘Life with the Cambergs’ by Samuel Robin Spark (Edinburgh: The Walston 

Press, 2013). The memoir first appeared in ‘The Edinburgh Star’, no. 32, 
February 1999.  (Added to Acc.13443 in January 2014.)  


