
Acc.3176 
October 2007 

 

Inventory 
 

Acc.3176 
 

Robert H Bruce Lockhart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Library of Scotland 
Manuscripts Division 
George IV Bridge 
Edinburgh 
EH1 1EW 
Tel: 0131-466 2812 
Fax: 0131-466 2811 
E-mail: manuscripts@nls.uk 
 
© Trustees of the National Library of Scotland 



The author’s manuscript drafts, in five notebooks, for a large part of Memoirs of a British 
Agent (London, 1932) by Sir Robert Hamilton Bruce Lockhart, diplomatist and author (1887-
1970), KCMG (1943).  Born in Anstruther, Fife, and educated there and in Edinburgh, 
Germany and France, Bruce Lockhart entered the consular service in 1912, after a brief 
period as a rubber planter in Malaya.  He served as Vice-Consul in Moscow, returning in 
1918 as the head of an unofficial mission to the revolutionary Bolshevik government when 
he met and held discussions with Lenin, Trotsky and other Soviet leaders.  The mission, 
which involved other, more covert, activities, led to his implication in an anti-Bolshevik 
conspiracy, arrest and a brief imprisonment before his release in October 1918.  His next 
period of diplomatic service was in Czechoslovakia (1919-22), where he formed friendships 
with the Czechoslovak leaders, Dr Jan Benes and Jan Masaryk.  For the remainder of the 
inter-war years Bruce Lockhart established a reputation as a journalist (London Evening 
Standard, 1928-37) and author.  After a wartime return to the Foreign Office, he served 
(1940-1) as British representative to the Czechoslovak government-in-exile, later heading 
(1941-5) the Political Warfare Executive, which directed propaganda in enemy and occupied 
countries. 
 
As its title suggests, this autobiographical memoir deals mainly with Bruce Lockhart’s period 
in Russia, 1912-18.  The notebooks are written fluently, with regular amendments, and 
excisions; some of the latter were subsequently reintroduced into the printed text. The 
arrangement within the notebooks, compared with the published book, is detailed below. 
 
The principal collection of Bruce Lockhart Papers, 1906-1969 is held in the Manuscripts 
Department, Lilly Library, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN 47405, USA. 
For other Bruce Lockhart papers in NLS, see Accs. 4171, 9644 and 11970. 
 
 
Presented by Sir Robert H. Bruce Lockhart, 1961. 
 
1. Book 1 [Malayan Novitiate], chapters 1-2 (mid), 5 (mid) – ch.7 (end); and Book 2 

[The Moscow Pagent], ch. 1 - ch. 4 (mid): corresponds to the published text, pp.3-9, 
29-92  (67ff.) 

 
2. Book 2, ch.4 (end), pp.92-3; Book 2, ch.1 (end), pp.61-2;  Book 2, ch..3 (mid), pp.79-

80; Book 3 [War and Peace], ch.1-5 (mid), pp.97-145  (64ff.). 
 
3. Book 3, ch.5 – ch.9 (mid), pp.145-192  (59ff.) 
 
4. Book 4 [History From the Inside], ch.5 (mid) – ch.8 (mid), pp.250-295  (83pp., 

paginated by author). 
 
5. Book 4, ch. 8 (mid) – 10 (mid), pp.295-339 (54ff.). 
 
Sections of the main text of the Memoirs not included in this series are: Book 4, ch.1-4 and 
the first section of ch.5, pp. 195-249; and the last section of Book 4, ch.9 (final chapter), 
pp.340-348. 
 


