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Correspondence and records, 1846-1924 and undated, of George Smith (1824-
1901), publisher, and founder of the Dictionary of National Biography, and his 
successors as heads of the firm of Smith, Elder and Company.   
 
These papers relate mostly to the publication of articles in the Cornhill Magazine 
(which George Smith founded), and of books published by the firm. 
 
For three formal documents, see Ch.17351-17353. 
 
Presented, 1976, 1978, by Mrs Elizabeth M Gordon, Biddesden Park, Brackley, 
Northamptonshire. 
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MSS.23171-23184 Correspondence, 1846-1924 and undated. 
 

This consists mostly of letters to George Smith and to members 
of the firm, to his wife Elizabeth, and to his son-in-law and 
successor as head of the firm Reginald J Smith.   
 
The letters are arranged in two series, consisting of individual 
correspondence (MSS.23171-23178), being letters and papers 
from those (and their relatives) with whom Smith was most 
frequently in contact, and general correspondence (MSS.23179-
23184) consisting of single and small groups of letters mostly 
from contributors to the Cornhill Magazine.   
 
Both series are arranged in alphabetical order.  The letters are 
of various sizes, and consist mostly of octavo bifolia.  Many of 
the envelopes in which they were posted, and the folders in 
which they were preserved by the firm, are present with the 
letters. 

 
 
  Individual correspondence 
 

MS.23171 Matthew Arnold.  1862-1875.  217 ff. 
 

MS.23172 Matthew Arnold and his wife, Frances L Arnold.  
1876-1886 and undated.  244 ff. 



 
MS.23173 Thomas Hardy.  202 ff. 
 
MS.23174 John Ruskin, preceded by letters of John James 

Ruskin.  163 ff. 
 
MS.23175 Sir Leslie Stephen.  1865-1887.  182 ff. 
 
MS.23176 Sir Leslie Stephen and Julia P, Lady Stephen.  

1888-1902 and undated.  204 ff. 
 
MS.23177 William M Thackeray and his daughters Anne, 

Lady Richmond Ritchie and Harriet Stephen.  249 
ff. 

 
MS.23178 Anthony Trollope, and Queen Victoria.  182 ff. 
 
 
General correspondence 
 
MS.23179 A-BRI.   i + 188 ff. 
 
MS.23180 BRO-C.   224 ff. 
 
MS.23181 D-GA.    i + 195 ff. 
 
MS.23182 GI-LEE.   ii + 240 ff. 
 
MS.23183 LEF-O.   ii + 203 ff. 
 
MS.23184 P-W.    ii + 226 ff. 

 
 
 
MSS.23185-23192 Records 
 
 
MSS.23185-23189 Five octavo account-books of the Cornhill Magazine, 1860-1869, 

containing titles and authors of articles published therein with 
notes of payments, numbers of copies sold and delivered, and 
other details.  The volumes are numbered, and each has an 
index of contributors’ names at the back.  There are some blank 
folios in all of the volumes. 

 
MS.23185  1-24.  1860-1861.   iv + 80 ff.  
 

  MS.23186 25-48.  1862-1863.   86 ff.   
 
  MS.23187 49-72.  1864-1865.   85 ff.   
 



  MS.23188 73-96.  1866-1867.   i + 85 ff.  
 
  MS.23189 97-120. 1868-1869.   i + 85 ff.  
 
 
MS.23190 A register entitled ‘Cornhill Magazine articles in type’ recording 

on ruled and headed leaves titles and names of contributors of 
articles, and other particulars, 1880-1901.  The greater part of 
the flyfleaf and of folio 1 has been torn out. 

 
  70 ff. Quarto. 
 
 
MSS.23191-23192 A typewritten copy of George Smith’s ‘Recollections of a long 

and busy life’ written apparently about 1895.  From various 
instructions in the text it appears that the work was intended for 
publication, but it does not seem to have been published 
separately.  Revised versions of chapters 12 and 21 were 
published in the Cornhill Magazine, new series volume 10, 1901, 
pages 4, 188. 

 
  MS.23191   Chapters 1-15.   258 ff.  Quarto. 
 
  MS.23192  Chapters 16-24.   238 ff.  Quarto. 
 


