
Gaelic manuscripts in the National Library of Scotland:  
old and new reference numbers 
 
This list is to help you identify or confirm the reference numbers of our older Gaelic 
manuscripts. 
 
It only covers those manuscripts that used to be known under different reference numbers in 
the past. It does not cover manuscripts acquired after 1925. These have reference numbers 
beginning with the prefixes ‘MS’ or ‘Acc’, which will not usually have changed at any point. 
 
The list also gives you the relevant pages in Mackinnon’s catalogue. Only the starting page of 
the descriptions is given, but not their full extent. 
 
Old reference 
number 
 

Name or brief 
description 
 

New reference 
number 
 

Pages in 
Mackinnon’s 
catalogue 
 

Gaelic MS. I 
 
 

“MS 1467” 
  
John Beaton’s “Broad 
Book” 
 

Adv.MS.72.1.1(1) 
  
Adv.MS.72.1.1(2) 

72, 106, 180, 186, 
188,190 
 
 

Gaelic MS. II 
 

Medical, 16th-17th cent. Adv.MS.72.1.2 6, 108, 187 

Gaelic MS. III 
 

Medical, 15th (?) cent. Adv.MS.72.1.3 17 

Gaelic MS. IV “Neil MacBeath’s Psalter” 
 

Adv.MS.72.1.4 23 

Gaelic MS. V 
 

Short texts, religious, 
historical and 
mythological, 15th (?) 
cent.  
 

Adv.MS.72.1.5 79, 109, 129, 203 

Gaelic MS. VI Genealogies, 15th-16th 
cent. 

Adv.MS.72.1.6 84, 110, 181 
 

Gaelic MS. VII Scholastic texts, 15th (?) 
cent. 

Adv.MS.72.1.7 84, 112, 177, 179, 
181, 187, 191 
 

Gaelic MS. VIII Gaelic versions of 
classical epics, 14th-15th 
cent. 
 

Adv.MS.72.1.8 112, 195 
 

Gaelic MS. IX MacDougall genealogy, 
17th cent. 

Adv.MS.72.1.9 26, 113 
 

Gaelic MS. X Medical, 15th (?) cent.  Adv.MS.72.1.10 26 
 

Gaelic MS. XI Medical, 16th (?) cent. Adv.MS.72.1.11 31 
 

Gaelic MS. XII Medical, 16th cent. Adv.MS.72.1.12 35 
 

Gaelic MS. XIII Medical, 14th-15th cent. Adv.MS.72.1.13 41 
 

Gaelic MS. XIV Medical, 15th-16th cent. Adv.MS.72.1.14 49 
 

Gaelic MS. XV Togail Troí, 16th (?) cent. Adv.MS.72.1.15 198 
 

Gaelic MS. XVI Place-name lore 
(Dindshenchas), 15th (?) 
cent. 

Adv.MS.72.1.16 134 
 



 
Gaelic MS. XVII Medical, 15th (?) cent. Adv.MS.72.1.17 50 

 
Gaelic MS. XVIII Medical, 16th cent. Part of 

Adv.MS.73.1.22 
 

Adv.MS.72.1.18 51 
 

Gaelic MS. XIX Mythological verse, 14th-
15th cent. 

Adv.MS.72.1.19 136, 200, 204 
 

Gaelic MS. XX Medical, 16th cent. Adv.MS.72.1.20 
 

52 

Gaelic MS. XXI Medical, 15th (?) cent. Adv.MS.72.1.21 53 
 

Gaelic MS. XXII Medical, 15th-16th cent. Adv.MS.72.1.22 55 
 

Gaelic MS. XXIII 
 

Medical, 15th-16th cent. Adv.MS.72.1.23 55 

Gaelic MS. XXIV Life of St. Findchua, 15th 
(?) cent. 

Adv.MS.72.1.24 84 
 

Gaelic MS. XXV Medical; religious; 
encomiastic verse, 15th-
16th cent. 
 

Adv.MS.72.1.25 55, 85 
 

Gaelic MS. XXVI Medical; religious; 
mythological, 15th-16th 
cent. 
 

Adv.MS.72.1.26 56, 87 
 

Gaelic MS. XXVII Medical, 16th cent. Adv.MS.72.1.27 57 
 

Gaelic MS. 
XXVIII 

Historical; mythological, 
15th-16th cent. 
 

Adv.MS.72.1.28 113, 138 
 

Gaelic MS. XXIX Religious verse, 16th cent. Adv.MS.72.1.29 88 
 

Gaelic MS. XXX O’Reilly poem book, 15th-
16th cent. 
 

Adv.MS.72.1.30 115 
 

Gaelic MS. XXXI Colum-Cille poems; tale; 
contract, 15th(?)-17th 
cent. 
 

Adv.MS.72.1.31 90 
 

Gaelic MS. XXXII [Fenian tales] Adv.MS.72.1.32 
MISSING 
 

217 
 

Gaelic MS. 
XXXIII 

Calendar, 16th cent.; 
medical, 16th cent. 
 

Adv.MS.72.1.33 60 
 

Gaelic MS. 
XXXIV 

Bruigheann tales, 17th 
cent. 

Adv.MS.72.1.34 139 
 

Gaelic MS. 
XXXV 

[Irish verse, 17th cent.] Adv.MS.72.1.35 
MISSING 
 

221 
 

Gaelic MS. 
XXXVI 

Classical verse and tales, 
17th cent. 

Adv.MS.72.1.36 91, 116, 142, 205 
 

Gaelic MS. 
XXXVII 

Book of the Dean of 
Lismore 
 

Adv.MS.72.1.37 225 

Gaelic MS. 
XXXVIII 

Irish tales and verse, 17th 
cent. 

Adv.MS.72.1.38 118, 146, 179, 206 
 

Gaelic MS. The Seven Wise masters; Adv.MS.72.1.39 91, 118, 152, 206 



XXXIX syllabic verse, 17th cent.  
Gaelic MS. XL Tales and religious texts, 

15th-16th cent. 
 

Adv.MS.72.1.40 91, 153 
 

Gaelic MS. XLI Letter of Prester John etc., 
15th (?)-17th cent. 
 

Adv.MS.72.1.41 62, 119 
 

Gaelic MS. XLII Various texts, 17th (?) 
cent. 

Adv.MS.72.1.42 120, 157, 184, 189, 
192 
 

Gaelic MS. XLIII G. Keating, Foras feasa ar 
Éirinn, 1647. Part only; 
continued in 
Adv.MS.72.2.1 
 

Adv.MS.72.1.43 122 
 

Gaelic MS. XLIV Irish poetry, late 17th cent. Adv.MS.72.1.44 122 
 

Gaelic MS. XLV Aided Con Culainn, 16th 
(?) cent. 

Adv.MS.72.1.45 157 
 

Gaelic MS. XLVI An cath cathardha, 15th 
cent. 
(Emanuel MS) 
 

Adv.MS.72.1.46 201 
 

Gaelic MS. XLVII Verse and tale fragments, 
15th (?)-17th cent. 
 

Adv.MS.72.1.47 96 
 

Gaelic MS.XLVIII Syllabic verse, 17th cent. Adv.MS.72.1.48 98, 124, 158, 207 
 

Gaelic MS. XLIX Irish bardic verse, 17th 
cent. 

Adv.MS.72.1.49 99, 124 
 

Gaelic MS. L Historical miscellany of 
Niall MacMhuirich, 17th 
cent. 
 

Adv.MS.72.1.50 125 
 

Gaelic MS. LI 
 

G. Keating, Foras feasa ar 
Éirinn (contd. from 
Adv.MS.72.2.1) 
 

Adv.MS.72.2.1 126 

Gaelic MS. LII Classical verse, 17th-18th 
cent. 

Adv.MS.72.2.2 127 
 

Gaelic MS. LIII “Glenmasan MS” (Ulster 
Cycle), 16th cent.  
 

Adv.MS.72.2.3 158 

Gaelic MS. LIV Irish verse, 18th cent. Adv.MS.72.2.4 100, 162 
 

Gaelic MS. LV Irish verse and tales, 18th 
cent. 

Adv.MS.72.2.5 101, 128, 163, 207 
 

Gaelic MS. LVI Tales, 18th cent. Adv.MS.72.2.6 100, 166 
 

Gaelic MS. LVII Verse miscellany of 
Patrick Turner, 1801 
 

Adv.MS.72.2.7 171, 182, 188, 207 
 

Gaelic MS. LVIII Miscellany, 18th cent. Adv.MS.72.2.8 102, 128, 172, 182, 
210 
 

Gaelic MS. LIX “Táin bó Cuailnge” and 
other tales, 17th cent. 
  

Adv.MS.72.2.9 173 
 

Gaelic MS. LX Medical, early 16th cent. Adv.MS.72.2.10 63 



 
Gaelic MS. LXI Cath Fionntragha, 18th 

cent. 
Adv.MS.72.2.11 174 

 
Gaelic MS. LXII William MacMurchy, 

Proverbs etc. 
Adv.MS.72.2.12 175, 192, 210 

 
Gaelic MS. LXIII Mac Mhaighstir Alasdair’s 

poems 
Adv.MS.72.2.13 211 

 
Gaelic MS. LXIV Religious verse, 16th cent. Adv.MS.72.2.14 103 

 
Gaelic MS. LXV William MacMurchy, 

Poetry 
 

Adv.MS.72.2.15 104, 176, 180, 192, 
212 
 

Gaelic MS.LXVI J. Foulis dictionary, 18th 
cent. 

Adv.MS.72.2.16 247 
 

Gaelic MS.LXVII A. Fletcher dictionary, 18th 
cent. 

Adv.MS.72.2.17 247 
 

Gaelic MS.LXVIII A. Robertson dictionary, 
1803 

Adv.MS.72.2.18 247 
 

Gaelic MS.LXIX A. MacLaurin/Robertson 
Gaelic-English dictionary, 
1806-1807 
 

Adv.MS.72.2.19 248 
 

Gaelic MS.LXX A. MacLaurin/Robertson 
dictionary, contd. 
 

Adv.MS.72.2.20 248 

Gaelic MS.LXXI A. MacLaurin/Robertson 
dictionary, contd. 
 

Adv.MS.72.2.21 248 
 

Gaelic MS.LXXII A. MacLaurin, English-
Gaelic dictionary, 1807-
1810 
 

Adv.MS.72.2.22 248 
 

Gaelic MS.LXXIII A. MacLaurin, English-
Gaelic dictionary, contd. 

 

Adv.MS.72.2.23 248 
 

Gaelic MS.LXXIV A. MacLaurin, English-
Gaelic dictionary, contd. 
 

Adv.MS.72.2.24 248 
 

Gaelic MS.LXXV A. MacLaurin, English-
Gaelic dictionary, contd. 
 

Adv.MS.72.2.25 248 
 

Gaelic MS.LXXVI M. Mackay, Latin-Gaelic 
dictionary, 1828 
 

Adv.MS.72.2.26 248 
 

Gaelic MS. 
LXXVII 

An Cath Cathardha, 
Donald Smith’s transcript, 
18th cent., vol. 1 
 

Adv.MS.72.2.27 248 
 

Gaelic 
MS.LXXVIII 

An Cath Cathardha 
transcript, vol. 2 
 

Adv.MS.72.2.28 248 

Gaelic MS.LXXIX Donald Smith’s transcripts 
from Irish mss, ca. 1798 
 

Adv.MS.72.3.1 
 

249 

Gaelic MS.LXXX Donald Smith’s Irish 
miscellany, ca. 1798 

Adv.MS.72.3.2 250 
 

Gaelic MS.LXXXI 
 

E. MacLachlan’s transcript 
of the Book of the Dean of 
Lismore (BDL)  

Adv.MS.72.3.3 255 



 
Gaelic 
MS.LXXXII 

E. MacLachlan’s “Celtic 
Analysis”, early 19th cent. 
 

Adv.MS.72.3.4 257 
 

Gaelic 
MS.LXXXIII 

E. MacLachlan’s “Leabhar 
Caol”,  1812 
 

Adv.MS.72.3.5 258 
 

Gaelic 
MS.LXXXIV 
 

Transcript of BDL for W.F. 
Skene, 1861 
 

Adv.MS.72.3.6 227, 328 

Gaelic 
MS.LXXXV 

Transcript of Nat. Mus. 
Antiquities MCR 39, 
D.Mackintosh, 1803-1806 
 

Adv.MS.72.3.7 260 

Gaelic 
MS.LXXXVI 

Ossianic verse, J. 
Macpherson and J. Smith, 
1812-1813 
 

Adv.MS.72.3.8 
 

260 

Gaelic 
MS.LXXXVII 

D. Kennedy’s Ossianic 
collection, 18th cent. 
 

Adv.MS.72.3.9 262 
 

Gaelic 
MS.LXXXVIII 

D. Kennedy’s Ossianic 
collection, contd. 
 

Adv.MS.72.3.10 262 

Gaelic 
MS.LXXXIX 

D. Mackintosh’s transcripts 
from Kilbride mss, 19th 
cent. 
 

Adv.MS.72.3.11 263 

Gaelic MS.XC Walter MacLeod’s BDL 
transcript, 1897 
 

Adv.MS.72.3.12 264 
 
 

Gaelic MS.XCI Highland Society of 
Scotland’s Gaelic-English-
Latin 
Dictionary, 19th cent.  “C” 
  

Adv.MS.72.3.13 264 
 

Gaelic MS.XCII HSS dictionary, “D”-“F” 
 

Adv.MS.72.3.14 264 

Gaelic MS.XCIII HSS dictionary, “G”-“O” Adv.MS.72.3.15 264 
 

Gaelic MS.XCIV HSS dictionary, “P”-
“Subhailceachd” 

Adv.MS.72.3.16 264 
 

Gaelic MS.XCV HSS dictionary, 
“Subhaltach”-“U” 
 

Adv.MS.72.3.17 264 

Gaelic MS.XCVI 
 

M. Mackay, English-Gaelic 
dictionary, 1827 
 

Adv.MS.73.1.1 264 

Gaelic MS.XCVII M. Mackay, English-Gaelic 
dictionary, contd. 
 

Adv.MS.73.1.2 264 

Gaelic 
MS.XCVIII 

HSS dictionary proofs & 
correspondence, 19th 
cent. 
 

Adv.MS.73.1.3 264 

Gaelic MS.XCIX Ossianic translations, early 
19th cent. 
 

Adv.MS.73.1.4 265 
 

Gaelic MS.C A. Fraser’s Musical Adv.MS.73.1.5 265 



glossary, 19th cent.  
Gaelic MS.CI A. Fraser’s Musical 

glossary, contd. 
 

Adv.MS.73.1.6 265 

Gaelic MS.CII Laoidh Chuinn and 
correspondence, 19th 
cent. 
 

Adv.MS.73.1.7 266 
 

Gaelic MS.CIII Religious dialogue, trsl., 
1763 
 

Adv.MS.73.1.8 266 

Gaelic MS.CIV Copy of BDL transcript 
with corrections, 19th cent. 
 

Adv.MS.73.1.9 266 

Gaelic MS.CV 
(Skene 
MS.XVII.I.1) 

Life of St. Patrick, 18th 
cent. 

Adv.MS.73.1.10 271 
 
 

Gaelic MS.CVI 
(Skene 
MS.XVII.I.2) 

A. MacDonald’s Little Book 
of Clanranald translation, 
1835 
 

Adv.MS.73.1.11 271 
 

Gaelic MS.CVII 
(Skene 
MS.XVII.I.3) 
 

Copy of fragment of 
MacDonald history, 19th 
cent. 
  

Adv.MS.73.1.12 272 

Gaelic MS.CVIII 
(Skene 
MS.XVII.I.4) 
 

Craignish genealogy, 19th 
cent. 

Adv.MS.73.1.13 272 

Gaelic MS.CIX 
(Skene 
MS.XVII.I.5, 
Portfolio A) 
 

Mackintosh MacKay’s 
papers, 17th-19th cent.  

Adv.MS.73.1.14 272 

Gaelic MS.CX 
(Skene 
MS.XVII.I.5 
Portfolio B) 
 

Miscellaneous, 19th cent. Adv.MS.73.1.15 272 

Gaelic MS.CXI 
(Skene 
MS.XVII.I.5 
Portfolio C) 
 

Miscellaneous, relating to 
Skene’s own works 

Adv.MS.73.1.16 272 

Gaelic MS.CXII 
(Skene 
MS.XVII.I.5 
Portfolio D) 
 

17th-cent. documents, 
translated into English 

Adv.MS.73.1.17 273 

Gaelic MS.CXIII 
(Skene 
MS.XVII.II.1) 
 

Copy of the Gododdin with 
English translation, 18th c. 

Adv.MS.73.1.18 273 

Gaelic MS.CXIV 
(Skene 
MS.XVII.II.2) 
 

Copy of the Gododdin, 
19th c. 

Adv.MS.73.1.19 273 

Gaelic MS.CXV 
(Skene 

Skene’s notebook Adv.MS.73.1.20 273 



MS.XVII.II.3) 
Gaelic MS.CXVI 
(Skene 
MS.XVII.II.4) 
 

Skene’s notes on Welsh 
mss 

Adv.MS.73.1.21 273 

Gaelic MS.CXVII 
 

Medical, 16th cent. Adv.MS.73.1.22 273 

Gaelic 
MS.CXVIII 
 

A. Pope’s Ossianic 
collection, 18th cent.  
 

Adv.MS.73.1.23 277 

Gaelic MS.CXIX A. Fletcher’s Ossianic 
collection, 18th cent. 
 

Adv.MS.73.1.24 277 

Gaelic MS.CXX R. MacDonald of Staffa 
Ossianic collection, ca. 
1803 
 

Adv.MS.73.2.1 278 
 

Gaelic MS.CXXI Poems of William 
MacMurchy, 17th cent.  
(“Turner MS.XIV”) 
 

Adv.MS.73.2.2 278 

Gaelic MS.CXXII A. Campbell’s Ossianic 
collection, around 1800 
 

Adv.MS.73.2.3 278 

Gaelic 
MS.CXXIII 

Sgeul an Amadain Mhóir 
(Gaelic), 19th cent. 
 

Adv.MS.73.2.4 278 
 

Gaelic 
MS.CXXIV 

Sgeul an Amadain Mhóir 
(English), 19th cent. 
 

Adv.MS.73.2.5 279 

Gaelic MS.CXXV English-Gaelic vocabulary, 
1812 
 

Adv.MS.73.2.6 279 

Gaelic 
MS.CXXVI 

Ossianic verse from the 
Book of the Dean of 
Lismore, copied by D.C. 
Macpherson 
 

Adv.MS.73.2.7 279 

Gaelic 
MS.CXXVII 

Glossary by Macpherson 
 

Adv.MS.73.2.8 279 

Gaelic 
MS.CXXVIII 

Transcripts from the Book 
of the Dean of Lismore 
 

Adv.MS.73.2.9 279 

Gaelic 
MS.CXXIX 

Papers of HSS Ossian 
Committee and Committee 
on Celtic Literature, 1797-
1807 
 

Adv.MS.73.2.10 279 

Gaelic 
MSs.CXXX-
CXXXIV 

Sir John Sinclair’s 
correspondence and other 
papers of the HSS,  
18th-19th cent. 
 

Adv.MS.73.2.11-15 280 

Gaelic 
MS.CXXXV 

HSS Ossianic material, 
collected c.1797-1816 
 

Adv.MS.73.2.16 280 

Gaelic 
MS.CXXXVI 

Printed source material 
from HSS archive, 17th-
18th cent. 

Adv.MS.73.2.17 280 
 



  
Gaelic 
MS.CXXXVII 

Rev. J. MacDonald of 
Ferintosh’s Ossianic 
collection, 1805 
 

Adv.MS.73.2.18 280 

Gaelic 
MS.CXXXVIII 
 
 

Parts of E. MacLachlan’s 
translation of the Iliad into 
Gaelic, 1812 

Adv.MS.73.2.19 280 

Gaelic 
MS.CXXXIX 
 

Miscellaneous 
manuscripts 

Adv.MS.73.2.20 280 

Gaelic MS.CXL Letters of Rev. D. 
MacQueen, 18th cent. 
 

Adv.MSS.73.2.21 281 

Gaelic MS.CXLI 
 

Papers of Dr. Donald 
Smith 

Adv.MS.73.2.22 281 

Gaelic MS.CXLII 
 

1st Edinburgh Regiment of 
Militia papers, 1811 
 

Adv.MS.73.2.23 281 

Gaelic MS.CXLIII 
 

Papers of HSS Ossian 
Committee in preparing 
the Ossian Report (1805), 
and of Sir J. Sinclair  
 

Adv.MS.73.2.24 281 

Gaelic 
MS.CXLIV 
 

Papers of Sir J. Sinclair, 
1806-1807, HSS Ossianic 
correspondence 
 

Adv.MS.73.2.25 281 

Gaelic MS.CXLV 
 

Papers of Sir J. Sinclair, 
1808-1820, HSS Ossianic 
correspondence 
 

Adv.MS.73.2.26 281 

Gaelic 
MS.CXLVI 
 

Final part of HSS Ossianic 
correspondence 
 

Adv.MS.73.2.27 281 

Gaelic 
MS.CXLVII 

Ossianic ballads collected 
by HSS Ossian Committee 
 

Adv.MS.73.3.1 281 

Gaelic 
MS.CXLVIII 

Revised versions, 1806-
1808, of poems at 
Adv.MS.73.2.16 
 

Adv.MS.73.3.2 281 

Gaelic 
MS.CXLIX 
 

Printed Ossianic material Adv.MS.73.3.3 281 

Gaelic MS.CL-
CLXVIII 

Volumes compiled for the 
HSS’s Gaelic-English 
dictionary 
 

Adv.MSS.73.3.4-
22 

281 

Gaelic 
MS.CLXIX 

Fragment of English-
Gaelic dictionary 
 

Adv.MS.73.3.23 281 

 


