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This project was established in 1985, under the auspices of the late Professor D C M Platt of
Oxford University and the Department of Manuscripts of the National Library of Scotland,
with the object of recording the memories and experiences of Scottish men and women who
were involved with or who lived through the period of decolonisation in the various parts of
the British Empire.  The project was organised by Mrs Susan Sym (formerly Steedman),
who also, assisted by William Dorward, carried out the interviewing and recording from
1986 to 1991.  Transcription of the tapes was completed in 1993.  Financial support was
provided by the Nuffield Foundation, the Carnegie Trust for the Universities of Scotland,
and the Royal Bank of Scotland.

The archives comprises three series: the master tapes, which will be preserved as archive
copies: the working tapes, which will be issued to researchers; and the transcripts.  Access to
it is through a "Reference Guide" and index cards.  There are also a few papers relating to
the project.

1. Reference Guide, comprising an index of countries concerned, index of countries
with details of contributors, and index of contributors.

2. Index cards, including both contributors and others who were approached.

3. Master tapes, no.1-107.  Many numbers have 2, a few 3 or 4 tapes.  There are no
tapes corresponding to no.28, 32, 83, 94 and 95.  There are duplicates of no.14 and
59.

4. Working tapes, no.1-107.  These are in general exact copies of those in 3), with the
same numbers not represented.  There are duplicates of no.31 and 61.

5. Transcripts, no.1-107.  Several are in 2 or more parts.  There are no transcripts for
no.99 and part of 102.  Additional material is included with no.12, 27, 45, 46, 51, 55,
59, 72, 75, 78, 89 and 90.

6. Miscellaneous papers relating to the organisation of the project.


