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Letters, cards and drawings, 1950-1984 and undated, of William Sydney 
Graham (1918-1986) to Margaret ‘Biddy’ Crozier and her daughters, Blake 
and Jo(hanna); with accompanying printed matter. 
 
Biddy Crozier occasionally wrote to poets whose work she admired, and this 
sometimes led to close and supportive friendships.  In the words of her 
daughter Jo, often the poets ‘were delighted to know an intelligent woman 
with a spare bed in London’.  A long-lasting friendship developed between the 
Crozier family and W.S. Graham and his wife Nessie, to which this 
correspondence bears witness.  The letters - particularly in the early 1950s 
when Graham seems to have been quite reliant on Crozier - contain much 
discussion of his work as well as the affection, humour and flights of language 
which make him such a remarkable correspondent. 
 
Presented, 2014. 
 
 
 
 
1 Letters and cards of W.S. Graham to Biddy Crozier, 1950-1984 and 

undated. With one letter of W.S. Graham to Margaret Gardiner, 1969 
(f.42), and one card of Nessie Graham, 1986 (f.80). 
i, 89 folios. 

 
2 Photocopies of letters and poems of W.S. Graham to Blake and Jo 

Crozier, 1954. 
 
3 Manuscript of a poem written by W.S. Graham in Biddy Crozier’s home.  

It begins ‘I leave this at your ear for when you wake’.  The covering 
note from the Donor tells that it was prized by Biddy Crozier and on the 
sitting room wall for a number of years, until one ‘drunken evening’ 
when Graham annotated it further, ‘after which it didn’t look so good’. 

 
4 Sixteen ink drawings by W.S. Graham, undated.   

Fifteen are head drawings, similar to those found elsewhere in his 
papers; the other is an abstract composition. 

 
5 Printed and published material containing poems of W.S. Graham.  

Includes press cuttings, off prints, Promenade 65 and Poems by W.S. 
Graham ?published by the Warwick Gallery, 1973.  Many items are 
signed by Graham. 

 
6 Empty envelopes from Acc.13531/1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


