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Minutes, membership lists, press cuttings and photographs, 1992-2007, of the 

Scottish Far East Prisoners of War Association, and papers relating to Beyond 

the Bamboo Screen: Scottish Prisoners of War under the Japanese, a book compiled 

by Tom McGowran, OBE. 

 

The Scottish Far East Prisoners of War Association was established in the years following 

the end of the Second World War. The Association’s purpose was to offer practical and 

emotional support to survivors of wartime Japanese prison camps and their families.  

 

One means of support was the Association’s newsletter, Scottish Pow-Wow, in which 

survivors were able to write about their imprisonment. The circulation of the newsletter 

was primarily limited to members, and it provided an outlet through which survivors could 

share their experiences with those who had encountered similar conditions. 

 

The papers include minutes of the Association in its final years until it was disbanded in 

2003. Also included are papers relating to Beyond the Bamboo screen: Scottish prisoners of war 
under the Japanese, which was compiled by Tom McGowran, OBE, editor of Scottish Pow-

Wow, and published in 1999. The book was based on a selection of the many stories 

included in the newsletter during its existence.  

 

The archive was donated by Mrs Iris McGowran, MBE, Tom’s widow. Iris McGowran had 

latterly fulfilled various roles on the Association’s committee, and completed its winding 

down in 2003. Both Iris and Tom had been heavily involved in the Association, and travelled 

together on a number of occasions to visit the site of his wartime imprisonment. 

 

The original order of the papers has largely been retained, and they have been arranged as 

follows: 

 

1  Minutes 

 2-5  Membership 

 6-7  Beyond the Bamboo Screen  

 8-9  Press cuttings 

 10  Photographs  

 11  Other PoW associations 

 

Related material can be found in the papers of John Telfer Dunbar (Acc.12251), first 

Chairman of the Scottish Far East Prisoners of War Association, and one-time editor of 

Scottish Pow-Wow. 

 

Presented, 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



1 Minutes 

 

1 Minutes, 1992-2003, of executive committee meetings and AGMs, including papers 

relating to the closure of the Association in 2003. 

 

 

2-5 Membership 

 

2 Membership lists, 1995 & 1998. 

 

3-5 Far East Prisoners of War Association membership forms, completed in 1995. The 

forms include a limited amount of information on the place and date of capture, and 

the service record of individual members of the Association. 

 

3 A-G. 

4 H-P. 
5 R-Z. 

 

6-7  Beyond the Bamboo Screen 

 

6 Correspondence and other papers relating to the publication of Beyond the Bamboo 

Screen,1998-1999. 

 

7 Press cuttings, reviews and other papers relating to book’s launch, 1999. 

 

8-9 Press cuttings 

 

8 Press cuttings, 1997-2000, mostly concerning protests by former PoWs against an 

official visit to the UK of Emperor Akihito of Japan. 

 

9 Press cuttings, c.2000s, consisting of obituaries of former FEPOW members, plus the 

front page of The Straits Times, a Malaysian newspaper, of 7 September 1945 

reporting on the return of British forces into Singapore. 

 

10 Photographs 

 

10 Six photographs, c.1945 and 1990s, of the Burma – Siam railway line, cemetery and 

memorials to men who died during its construction. 

 

11 Other PoW Associations 

 

11 Newsletters of other PoW associations, 2006-2007. 

 

 


