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An enduring regal legacy, unerring commitment 
to the Library and creativity in all its forms are 
celebrated as we honour…

Mary, Sally and 
inspired design
Mary, Queen of Scots is the country’s most controversial and 
endlessly fascinating monarch. She has been the subject of 
passionate debate for nearly 500 years. The latest in a line of  
films focusing on Mary was recently released. And we provided 
fascinating insight into her life and times with our ‘pop-up’ 
exhibition in February. In fact, we are happy to prolong ‘Mary 
mania’ in a special feature running from pages 19-23.

Another remarkable woman is our own Sally Harrower. She 
first visited the Library in 1966 and began working here in 
1982. After 37 years she is about to retire as Modern Literary 
Manuscripts Curator. On pages 9-11 she tells us all about her 
National Library life.

Celebrating creativity is one of the Library’s primary 
purposes. In autumn 2018 we held a competition called 
Re-Fashioned for design students. It was a terrific success 
and you can see Bryan McLysaght’s winning creation, 
inspired by medieval Irish manuscripts, on page 14.   

Every visitor to our George IV Bridge main library will come 
face-to-face with another superlative piece of design – the 
magnificent, imposing window that dominates our main 
staircase. It’s a fixture with a fascinating backstory and, as you 
can discover on pages 24-26, its carefully designed panels even 
hide tales of witchcraft and philanthropy.

Rest assured, there is much more in this latest edition of our 
magazine. As the staircase window helps illuminate our well-loved 
building, so Discover sheds new light on some of our recent activities.
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COVER IMAGE:  A coloured lithograph from a Mary, Queen of Scots themed masked ball held in France in the 
1820s. Produced in 1829, the collection depicts Mary Stuart (pictured), Mary of Guise, the Dauphin François 
(husband of Mary) and others. Held at the National Library of Scotland.
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Our 2018 Appeal to conserve and digitise 
the iconic Encyclopaedia Britannica 
received generous support from around 
the world.  Donations were received 
from as far away as Canada, Australia 
and Singapore as well as from across 
Scotland, revealing the special place 
Britannica holds in the memories of all 
those who discovered the world and their 
love of knowledge between its pages.  

Our first edition was published online in 
December to celebrate Britannica’s 250th 
anniversary, available for all to enjoy 
for free.  

Flicking through its virtual pages gives 
a fascinating insight into the knowledge 

and mores of the time. For example, five 
categories of human are cited including 
‘monstrous’, the solar system is composed 
of only six known planets, and freshly cut 
onions are said to be a cure for baldness.  

Robert Bell’s beautiful illustrations 
depict everything from flora, fauna and 
medical procedures to astronomical 
charts and feats of engineering.

Furthering the ambitions of its 
Edinburgh creators in 1768 to disseminate 
knowledge as widely as possible, we are 
working to digitise and publish online all of 
the early editions we hold at the Library.  

Your donations have also helped 
us develop digital learning resources 

and educational activities about 
Britannica and its place in the Scottish 
Enlightenment. 

Our forthcoming exhibition on the 
Enlightenment (opening in June) will 
feature the first edition of Britannica  
as one of its star items. 

 View the first edition online at 
www.nls.uk/collections/rare-books/
encyclopaedia-britannica

 Find out more about supporting Library 
projects at www.nls.uk/support-nls  
or call 0131 623 3733.

YOU MADE IT HAPPEN!  



S P R I N G  2 019  |  D I S C OV E R  |  5



6  |  D I S C OV E R  |  S P R I N G  2019

NEWS

Rural estate maps are often the earliest 
detailed depiction of the landscape for 
many parts of rural Scotland, but most 
of them are not available online. This 
is partly because they are scattered in 
many locations – often in private hands 
– and due to their age, size and fragility, 
the maps are often difficult to handle 
and scan. 

We are therefore very excited to report 
on a recent estate map-scanning project 
from Lovat Estates Office in Beauly. The 

office received numerous requests for 
access to the maps which they couldn’t 
accommodate, and it was felt that 
digitisation would allow the best long-
term access arrangements. The project 
involved hiring a large A0-sized flatbed 
scanner to enable a team of volunteers to 
scan the estate’s entire map archive. 

The Lovat Estate maps cover a 
wide geographic area in the parishes 
of Kirkhill, Kilmorack, Kiltarlity, and 
Urquhart and Glenmoriston, west of 

Inverness, and range from the mid-
18th century to the mid-20th century. 
Surveying often went hand-in-hand 
with agricultural improvement and the 
wider transformation of rural society. 
Estate maps such as these are uniquely 
important today for the insights they 
provide into this era of profound cultural 
change in Highland society. 

We are deeply grateful to Roland 
Spencer-Jones (Beauly) for coordinating 
the whole project, to Lovat Highland 

Lovat Estates map 
scanning project

A detail from Peter May’s map of 1757, 
showing Castle Dounie, which was burnt 
down by the Duke of Cumberland just 11 
years earlier

Photo credit: Lovat Highland Estates Ltd
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