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[bookmark: _Toc1922457677][bookmark: _Toc1210974249][bookmark: _Toc221524586]
Introduction 
[bookmark: _Toc22217867][bookmark: _Toc1538843715][bookmark: _Toc110486756][bookmark: _Toc110518762]The loan of items from the National Library of Scotland's collections and the loan of items to the Library for exhibition and research is enshrined within the National Library of Scotland Act 2012.
Loans contribute to fulfilment of the National Library of Scotland's Mission 'To develop, protect and share the national collections widely and to a diverse range of users, for education, research and enjoyment', which is central to the National Library of Scotland Strategy 2025-2030: The Next Chapter
[bookmark: _Toc1296795139][bookmark: _Toc1416093104]Loans support the Library's efforts to mitigate against the impact of geographical barriers set out in the Access Policy and the Library's efforts to create a wider, more equal and diverse membership as part of the Audience Development programme Audience Spectrum | The Audience Agency and in the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy.
All loans are underpinned by the Library's Responsible Stewardship programme with consideration for the long term protection of the Library's collections set out in the Preservation Policy and for the resources required as established in the Sustainability Policy.
[bookmark: _Toc1444123223][bookmark: _Toc1731391243][bookmark: _Toc110486759]This policy forms a part of the Collections Management Framework of Policies.
[bookmark: _Toc221524587]Why we loan and why we don't
We will lend and take collection items outwith the Library for display, exhibition, research and events in order to expand and enrich understanding of the Library's collections, enhance appreciation of Scotland's national culture and to educate, entertain and engage with communities and individuals.
We will not loan items if they are not in a suitable condition or format or for loan or if appropriate environmental conditions and suitable security arrangements cannot be provided or maintained.  Loans will not go ahead if the necessary resources are not available or if associated costs cannot be met.
The Library reserves the right to loan or not loan at its own discretion.
[bookmark: _Toc221524588]What we loan
The National Library of Scotland collection comprises of over 61 million items including unpublished archives and manuscripts, maps, moving images and printed collections. Any item from the collection can be requested for loan with the exception of Legal-Deposit Non-print publications in accordance with the Legal Deposit Libraries Act 2003.
Digitised or digital items are available upon request as set out in the Copying services guide and in accordance with copyright legislation. Any re-use of digital items will be subject to necessary permissions and possible payment of a licence fee.
Inter-library loans are available upon request in accordance with Lending policy | National Library of Scotland
The long term loan of material accepted into the Library Collections on Deposit is covered in Deposited Collections Statement and in accordance with the Collection Development Policy. Deposited collections can be loaned with the permission of the depositor or following the outcome of a Reasonable Expectations Assessment in accordance with the Collections Possession and Title Policy.
[bookmark: _Toc221524589]Who we loan to and from
We will consider requests from National Institutions, museums, galleries, libraries, community groups, media companies and other organisations.
We can borrow from anyone with legal ownership or permission to act on behalf of the owner of the loan item.
[bookmark: _Toc221524590]Where we loan
Collection items are most often loaned to venues within Scotland and the UK but can travel worldwide.
We will usually borrow for exhibition in Edinburgh and Glasgow. We may host activities outwith our main Library buildings across Scotland
[bookmark: _Toc221524591]How we loan
We will carefully assess all potential loan items to identify risks involved alongside the environmental conditions and security arrangements that can be maintained at the venue.
[bookmark: _Toc27507821][bookmark: _Toc1276644409][bookmark: _Toc110486769]All loans will be subject to the approval of the Loan Panel, the Director of Collections, Access and Research and the CEO & Librarian. Board approval will be sought for items of significant value and for international loans and if the loan is considered extremely high risk.
All terms and conditions of loan will be agreed prior to loan including, for the majority of loans, those set out in the Government Indemnity Scheme.
[bookmark: _Toc777561918][bookmark: _Toc959047578][bookmark: _Toc110486771]Details of how to request a loan are available on the Library website along with the Library's standard conditions of loan for exhibition. Loans process, procedures and training are available for Library staff.
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